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Secondary Source #6 Cultural Revolution 
(BBC) - Kyle
● The Cultural Revolution was a social experiment aimed at rekindling the 

revolutionary fever and purifying the communist party.

● Mao Zedong Influenced the Red Guards to remove “bourgeois” influences. 
Many students turned on their professors causing schools to close. Workers 
also turned on their managers.

● Millions  of people were forced into labor, tens of thousands of people were 
executed.

● Revolution ended with the arrest of “The Gang of Four” (Jiang Qing, Zhang 
Chunqiao, Yao Wenyuan, and Wang Hongwen) four radical figures who played 
a dominant political role in the later years of the revolution. 



Primary Source #1

★ Mao Lost approval ratings after the Great Leap 
Forward.

★ After the Bourgeoisie is overthrown, Mao focused on 
eliminating old traditions. (4 olds)

★ Many schools formed groups that later becomes 
committees and organization.

★ Transformed old school ideas into the new socialist 
structure.

★ Beijing opera was one of the first tradition that was 
targeted and were replace with socialist acts.



               The Search for Modern China
Secondary #10Christopher Gitcho

-1960s, post-Great Leap
-Mao gives up power - new policies by others for economic -
reform (running own private farm)
-Mao disagrees with these policies since they go against “true” 
communism
-Decides they need a revolution
-Promotes the “protest” (murder) of non-true communists
-Closes schools in order to get more people to “protest” 
-Newspapers urge working class to rebel against all decision-
makers
-Red Guards are told “everything which does not fit the socialist 
system and proletarian dictatorship should be attacked” 
-Overall, over 20 million citizens are killed by the rebels and the 
Red Guards.



Primary Source #2 Morning Sun
Red Guards took to the street to spread influence.The Red Guards were 
students who believed very strongly in Mao. They wanted to spread his ideals, 
saying “Let Mao Zedong's thought occupy all positions; use it to change the 
mental outlook and the whole of society; sweep away all ghosts and 
monsters; brush aside all stumbling-blocks and resolutely carry the great 
proletarian cultural revolution through to the end.” The Read Guards also 
used the Phrase: We are the critics of the old world; we are the builders of 
the new world. Mao’s influence over them was very strong, and they replaced 
literally everything “old” they could. Included: street names, shop signs, 
billboards, and placed thousands of posters, pictures, and quotes relating to 
Mao. They were raised to believe and follow anything Mao tells them to, and 
now they have essentially formed a revolutionary army for him.



Secondary Source #7: University of Washington: 
Cultural Revolution

● After the Great Leap Forward, Mao had lost much of his political influence.
● Class differences began to reemerge in China, and Mao was determined to keep China in a 

constant state of class struggle.
● The rich were forced to work for the poor in the fields and teachers were forced to work for 

students. In general, anyone educated was forced to work for uneducated people.
● During this time, a major propaganda war was waged in China supporting the Cultural 

Revolution.  Mao’s wife would organize theater plays that featured working class heroes, for 
example.

● “To Mao the revolution had to be a permanent process, constantly kept alive through 
unending class struggle”.

● “Millions of these young students were encouraged to attack ‘counterrevolutionaries’ and 
criticize those in the party who appeared to have deviated from Maoist thought”.

● The four olds that Mao attempted to destroy were old ideas, old culture, old customs, and old 
habits.

Jonathan Glasgow                              Sources and extra info available on my analysis sheet



Primary Source #5: Propaganda Posters

-Move from food and survival to 
modern commodities

-People look almost white

-Push for industry and hard work

“Resolutely destroy all enemies who dare to 
encroach upon us!”



Secondary Source #5: Morning Sun Video 

-Young wanted to be part of something greater

-People fear speaking out against government

-Mao feared turn to capitalism by leaders
-Education system changes

-Gadfly
-Romantic and revolutionary novel



Primary Source #6
The East is Red

The East is Red is a play/song performed 1964, along 
with the cultural revolution. It could be considered 
propaganda because it has lines such as “He is the 
people’s savior” referring to Mao, and “He is our 

guide, he will lead us onward to build a new China”
It also refers to communism as the sun and all in it’s 
light will be liberated. So it is encouraging people to 
support the revolution and listen to Mao’s word.



Primary #6

The East is Red: Ode to the MotherlandThe East is Red: Ode to the Motherland



Peoples Republic of China Under Mao Zedong
1949- The communist Red Party defeats the Nationalists in a 
civil war.
1952-Completed the Land Reform after 5 years and redistributed 
the land, and it is believed around 2 million landlords were 
executed during this time.
1958- Mao promotes a “Great Leap Forward”, relying heavily on 
mass mobilization and the commune system.
1960-Russia withdraws its support, further damaging the Sino-
Soviet relationship. 
1972- Nixon visits the PRC.



Primary Source #4: Student Attacks Against Teachers

● Many students were in the Red Guard, a radical supporter of Mao.
● Their mission was to eradicate forces and ideas considered to be hostile to communism.
● Teachers and other school leaders were physically and emotionally tortured, sometimes in 

horrific ways.
● One such example is when the Red Guard would force two teachers to hit each other in front 

of a big crowd.  Others include swallowing nails or human feces.
● Many teachers died; even more suffered brutal injuries.
● “From the very beginning, Mao determined that the educational system and educators should 

be the target of the Cultural Revolution”.
● “In fact, all of [the teachers] silently endured the brutality and cruelty”.
● Teachers were not able and/or chose not to fight back because doing so would cause the Red 

Guard to retaliate viciously.
● Also, many teachers had nowhere to hide or escape to because the Red Guard was widespread 

throughout the country.

Jonathan Glasgow                                  Sources and extra info available on my analysis sheet



Primary #3- Long Live the Great Proletarian Cultural 
Revolution- Antonia

-Working class and peasants want to overthrow the bourgeoisie 
who favor capitalism: “A great mass proletarian cultural 
revolution without parallel in history is swiftly and vigorously 
unfolding with the irresistible force of an avalanche.”
-Mao’s followers shun anyone who doesn’t worship Mao
-Mao’s worshippers are extremely devoted to him:
“Mao Zedong’s thought is the steering gear, and the workers, 
peasants, and soldiers are the main force in the proletarian 
cultural revolution.” 



Secondary Source #3- Group of 5 and Cultural 
Revolution Group- Antonia

-Group of 5 was led by Peng Zhen to supervise the cultural revolution but it 
was very unsuccessful: “The 5 man group was dissolved immediately and Peng 
Zhen was charged with allegedly obstructing the course of the cultural 
revolution”

-Group of 5 was replaced with the Cultural Revolution Group who was more 
radical and more supportive of Mao

-Wang and Xie from the CRG were seen as heroes after the Wuhan incident 
because they, rather than the People’s Liberation Army, resolved a fight 
between the Million Heroes and the Wuhan Workers’ General Headquarters 

-Tension between the PLA and the CRG led to the decline of the CRG 



Secondary Source #11b In China, 
Feudal Answers for Modern Problems  

Linor

♦ Mao wanted to get rid of the Four Olds - Old thought, culture, customs, and habits. 

♦ He banned what he labeled feudal celebrations like the springtime Qingming, Dragon 
Boat Festivals, and Mid-Autumn Festival. 

♦ Buildings and streets in urban areas written down as feudal were renamed. 

♦ After Mao’s death, the Four Olds “became the jewels of traditional culture”.  Heritage 
sites in China were being protected and restored. Temples and monasteries were being 
crowded with worshippers again. The feudal celebrations have become official public 
holidays. 

♦ Recently, Chinese government has used feudal excuses to justify their presence in 
the rural areas.



Secondary source #11a
How Mao Became a Hipster Icon

Article about nostalgic local store owners and hipsters, who reminisce about 
Mao’s era. The hipsters say Mao was “edgy in his thoughts, and takes action 
outrageously”. Most of the hipsters believe China needs to go back, and 
realize, and embrace what they were before Mao and the revolution. They 
believe it’s a “Process of starting with who they are, what they have, and 
refining, buffing, reinventing. Not a process of importing foreign made 
progress.”, like what Mao did. Store owners on the other hand, sell objects, 
clothes, and/or accessories from the same time period of Mao and before 
the revolution.



Secondary Source #1 Youth Roles 

❏ Generally young students formed the 
Red Guards.

❏ Encouraged to attack teachers and 
officials as they were considered to 
be capitalist.

❏ Attacks on Western Diplomats in 
Beijing .

❏ Rivalry between other factions began 
to be a common event.



Primary Source: Lin Biao’s Death- 
Kyle  

● Lin Biao was part of a power struggle that pitted Chairman Mao against his successor, Hua 
Guofeng.

● This battle for power ended when Lin Biao died along with his wife and son, the 
circumstances their deaths are uncertain, but Biao’s departure from politics marked the 
victory of the Maoist forces.

 
● After his death, the party spread information of Biao’s sins tarnishing his reputation of an 

honored political and military hero. They ordered that all of Biao’s literary legacy be 
destroyed and attempted to abolish all memory of him.

● The party also released an explanation of Biao’s death. Apparently he tried to bomb the 
train that Mao was about to travel on and after he got caught, he tried to flee the country by 
plane. His plane crashed and him, his family, and the pilots burned to death.    



Secondary Source #4  Mao and Me- Chris A.  

● Written by Chen Jiang Hong
● Takes place in China at the time of the cultural revolution 
● He writes about the experiences he had to go through as a child
● “A revolution is not a dinner party or writing an essay, or painting a picture, or doing 

embroidery; it cannot be so refined, so leisurely and gentle, so temperate, kind, courteous, 
restrained, and magnanimous. A revolution is an insurrection, an act of violence by which one 
class overthrows another.”(Pg. 22)

● “In the days that followed people were marched through the streets and publicly beaten by 
the red guard. Among them I recognized old Mr. Huang. A large card that said, “rich 
landowner” hung around his neck. 

 



Primary Source Deng Xiaoping: Self- 
Criticism- Chris A.  

● Talks about Deng Xiaoping criticizes himself 
● Describes how he never understood Mao’s ideas so he applied 

little to his work 
● How he never asked for any help from Mao
● Went over his errors in politics
● Criticizes how he failed to follow Mao and his ideas 
● “Till recently I have not been aware of my attitude and still felt 

myself superior and infallible. Affected by such a viewpoint, I 
naturally have not taken great care in doing my work. Rarely did I 
ask for help or advice from the chairman.”- Deng Xiaoping  
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