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Unit Essential Questions Structured Controversies 
Introduction What do we know about China and how do we know it? 

Students will respond to the 5 essential questions outlined below as 
written, pre-test narrative. 

1.Geography and 
demography 

How have boundaries changed over 
time? What physical characteristics 
impact the country? What ethnic 
groups make up China and how are 
they distinct yet unified?  

China’s composition inhibits 
its own success. 

Language, writing, demographics, One Child Policy, boundary changes, contested regions, 

Olympics 2008, internal migration/urbanization, demographic transition, difference 

between the PRC and the ROC, definition of China; 

2. Philosophy & 
History 

How is China’s economy and 
political structure influenced by 
both its ancient philosophies and its 
current approach to “religion?” How 
different is China today than it was 
50, 150, and 1000 years ago? How 
has China’s desire for inwardness 
impacted their relations with 
foreign governments? 

Isolationism and self 

reliance are achievable state-

level characteristics. Was 

there a way for China to 

retain their Confucian ways 

after Western Contact? 

 

Daoism, Confucianism, Hundred Schools of Thought, Legalism, Taoism, Buddhism and their 

impact; 50 years: republic, communist v. nationalist, Cultural Revolution, Long March, Great 

Leap Forward; 150 years: Opium Wars, Boxer Rebellion, McCartney mission, Western 

imperialism and trade; Qing Dynasty cedes Hong Kong in the Treaty of Nanking, 1842 

Unequal treaties; 1000 years: dynasties, Confucius; Manchuria;  

3. Sociology & 
Current Events 

How do notions of class and gender 
intersect with current Chinese 
culture? What dilemmas do the 
Chinese currently face? 

Equality is both attainable 
and desirable. 

Human Rights, urbanization, education, gender roles in China, income disparity 

4. Political Science 
& Economy 

What should the role of the state be 
in the lives of citizens? 

Hierarchy is an inevitable 
form of governance. 
 
 

Empire to republic; state-sponsored capitalism; communism’s role on the region; on their 
communist governance structure, wage levels, re-shoring/off-shoring 
5. Environmental 
Impact & Cultural 
Studies  

Which of China’s natural resources 
are most at risk in 2012?  
 
What impact does Chinese culture 
have in Madison? How are Chinese 
holidays representative of their 
culture? 

China has the right to do as it 
wishes with respect to the 
environment. 
 
Cultural accommodation is 
something to strive for 

Climate change, pollution, Chinese culture, water resources, Deforestation, energy use 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Confucianism
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Area Studies: China 
 
Instructor Information 
Ms. Kathleen Doherty     E-mail: kdoherty@madison.k12.wi.us  
Course blog: http://chinastudiesatwest.wordpress.com 
 
If you have any questions about these policies and procedures, or anything else, see me in 
the social studies office (2015) or send me an e-mail. I am here every morning by 7:00, often 
earlier. I am usually gone by 11am but can make an appointment with you later if necessary. 
 
Required Materials 

1. Note space. I recommend keeping lecture and textbook notes in a binder using lined or 

hole punched printer paper instead of a notebook. This gives you maximum flexibility for 

keeping related readings and handouts alongside your specific notes on the subject. It’s also 

an effective organizational method for postsecondary education; it’s up to you though. 

2. Binder to hold in‐class notes, textbook notes, and supplemental readings/handouts. You 

should have a section for: 1) annotated readings; 2) notes; 3) glossary; 4) assignments 

3. Blog access: http:// chinastudiesatwest.wordpress.com. You need to be able to access 

our class blog for course materials, additional readings recommended web sites and 

assignments on a daily basis. Put it in your phone and check it everyday. Computers are 

available in the high school and public school libraries as well. 

Course Description: This course will survey China using an interdisciplinary social science 

approach. We’ll use a range of primary and secondary sources to analyze both ancient and 

contemporary China. Units will be centered on the core questions of the following 

disciplines: geography and demography, philosophy and history, sociology, political science 

and economics, and cultural and environmental studies. 

Grading Scale. We will follow the grading scale below: 

Grade % Earned: A 90‐100 | B 80‐89 | C 70‐79 | D 60‐69 | F 59 and below 

 Student progress reports will posted to Infinite Campus at mid‐quarter. 

Evaluation. You will be asked to engage in a range of assessments this semester, each 

designed to measure a different subset of skills related to historical inquiry: persuasive 

writing, discussing multiple perspectives, personal reflection, and creative problem solving. 

Evaluation of these will yield your final semester grade. 

Specifically, quarter grades will be determined by: 

a. (60%) Summative Assessments: These will be unit and section exams and quizzes.  

b. (40%) Formative Assessments. These are designed to prepare you for your unit exams. 

Students’ participation in class is essential for having the best possible learning experience 
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for everyone. Assignments will help you strengthen your reading skills, motivate class 

participation, and increase understanding of course content. Engaging with course readings 

will always be an important component of the course. Specific assessment formats will 

include: 

1. Socratic seminars 12 seminars (drop lowest score) @20 points each; if you miss a 
discussion, you are required to write 1 ½ to 2 page paper on the discussion topic 
and submit it prior to the end of the current unit. 

2. Current Events in China 2 posts and presentations 10 points each; no late ones 
accepted. Sign up for these via the blog. 

3. Reading Annotations will be 10-20 points each depending on length. The task will 
vary depending on the reading. 

4. Detailed current events presentation/paper connecting past to present 50 points. 
5. In-class work assignments (as assigned, usually 10 points) 

 
Semester grade will be determined by the following: 

 a. Quarter 1: 45% b. Quarter 2: 45% c. Final Exam: 10% 

Course Policies 

Tardiness. Being tardy is defined as being outside the classroom when the bell rings. 

Students who are tardy disrupt the class, miss information, and distract others by being in 

the hall. Multiple tardies in a week or those more than 10 minutes will result in a lunch 

detention. 

Attendance. Please be cautious about missing class. Activities cannot be repeated. 

Borrowing notes cannot replace actual lectures. Please try not to miss! If you do miss class, 

please take responsibility for completing work that can be completed in a timely manner. 

The class blog: (http://chinastudiesatwest.wordpress.com) can help in this manner. 

Homework, Assignments, & Exams. Assignments are due on the designated due date. 

Assignments turned in late will be accepted until the end of the unit with a 20% penalty. No 

assignments will be accepted after the Unit Test has been taken. Any make‐up work (work 

due to an excused absence) should be submitted in a timely manner, per agreement with 

me. Any work or assignments missed due to an unexcused absence cannot be made‐up. 

Absences not excused within two school days upon return will be counted as permanently 

unexcused. Exam days are crucial. Tests are announced in advance. If you are absent the day 

before a test, you will still be expected to take the test. (We’ll have been studying the 

material for weeks prior!) If you miss a test because of an excused absence, plan to make it 

up in the testing center within two days of your absence. Unexcused absences on test days 

will preclude higher than a “C” grade on exam. 
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Course at a glance 

Unit Readings Write Think/Talk 
1 Geography 
& 
Demography 

current border dispute: 
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/11/21/opinion/koichiro-
genba-japan-china-relations-at-a-
crossroads.html?_r=0&pagewanted=print AND 
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/01/07/opinion/why-
china-and-japan-cant-get-along.html 

 

  

2 
Philosophy, 
Economics, 
and Political 
Science 

   

    
    
    
 


